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knowledge.     What  has   been   called   the   " rise"  of  the
Japanese in the scale of civilisation has, therefore, for the
most part been simply a change in the direction of their
intellectual powers which has enabled them to assimilate a
great  deal  of Western  knowledge  and   apply  it  to their
national affairs, without, however, ^Miitf up any of their own
essential qualities,    It is constantly said by Western people
that the Japanese are very yood imitators, hut are wanting
in originality,    Criticism of this kind is not  only shallow,
it is very unfair.    Under the old feudal system originality
of every kind was heavily penalised, and, even if it had not
been, it was too much to expect oiifjinality under the circum-
stances which have existed  in  Japan  since the advent of
foreigners.    During a transition period such as that through
which the Japanese have passed, a $41 cat part of the intel-
lectual energy of the people has been spent in assimilating
Western knowledge and adapting  themselves to the new
conditions.    We  only   require   to   be  in   the company of
Japanese who have had a fairly complete Western education
and have seen something of the world to realise that we
have men who in intellectual power and ability are able to
hold their own with any similar men in any country in
the world.    In the course of little more than a generation
the Japanese have shown that they arc  not  only able to
adapt Western science to Japanese conditions but to advance
its  borders  by original  investigation*    The  memoirs and
papers published by Japanese students, both  on  scientific
and on literary subjects, will bear very favourable comparison
with those of any other country, and, while no Japanese
Newton, Darwin, or Kelvin has yet arisen, there arc men
connected with Japanese universities awl colleges of whom
any learned institution in the world would have no reason
to be ashamed,    As conditions develop, the opportunities for
originality will increase, but we must remember that what we
call originality is only another name for the resultant of the
experience and the spirit of the age ; genius simply translates
that into language which can be understood,